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Oh, give me certainty awhile, to cure 
This heart of its deep longings--ere the sense 

Of rapture leave it-of enjoyment pure; 
Ere it be still'd in pulseless impotence, 

Subdued by vain desires, too passionate, intense. 

Friend of the weary-hearted! it were meet 
Thy promises to me were not delayed 

While youth be present, as his hours are fleet, 
His flowers, tho' heavenly, blooming but to fade-- 
And vain is pleasure when they are decayed; 

Vain is ambition's spirit-thrilling flame, 
Its warmth, its stimulus, past--disobeyed, 

When Hope, not dawning o'er the path of fame, 
Ceases to fire our spirit, in its perilous aim. 

Arbiter of human purposes! illume 
Once more thy radiance in this wearied breast; 

Send thy quick glances thro' life's transient gloom; 
Be thou a solace, in thy light confessed. 
Thus be mine orison to thee addressed, 

Flowing from out the mystic soul's profound, 
Like voices from a place of holy rest, 

Diffused in solemn majesty around, 
Till the heart swells into their awe-creating sound. 

R. G. M. 

NOTES OF THE MONTH, 

BY TWO HERMITS IN LONDON. 

POLITICS, &C. 
The early comments of the London press, on the prosecution of Mr. 

O'Connell, have been sufficiently amusing; the prosecution being an Irish 
prosecution-the indictment being an Irish indictment-and the law being 
Irish law-was of course, outrageously absurd. The sagacious Standard 
took up the cudgels in defence of Mr. O'Connell most vigorously, and hav- 
ing luminously expounded the law, to his own satisfaction, proceeded to de- 
clare that " he had seen or read of nothing like this since the prosecution of 
Braddon and Spoke, in the reign of Charles the Second." Admirable Stand- 
ard !-defender of the staunch tories--unrelenting enemy of those traitors 
who broke in upon the constitution of 1688; how sensibly, and how con- 
sistently have you supported that excellent and worthy person, Daniel 
O'Connell! The reason of your honest support, we Hermits can disclose: 
when a prosecution was instituted against the Standard, Mr. Daniel O'Con- 
nell spoke on behalf of that newspaper, in the House of Commons, ever 
since which important event, the Standard has said all manner of kind things 
of and concerning that virtuous lawyer. Even when the utter absurdity of 
the legal opinions of this journalist were exposed, and demonstrated by the 
event of the prosecution, the editor had not the decency to acknowledge his 
error; but on the contrary, persevered, with true consistency, in his origi- 
nal blunder, when all the world were laughing right heartily at the disap- 
pointment of his sapient prognostications. The only newspaper in London, 
that took a correct view of the law of the prosecution, from the very com- 
mencement, was the Globe; the leading articles are written by a lawyer of 
experience, and the paper itself is conducted with judgment, temperance, 
and skill. 

The agitation of the currency question becomes every day more and more 
important; there is a large, and a respectable party in England, in favour of 
a well regulated paper currency. It must be confessed the evils of an exclu- 
sively gold circulating medium, in a great commercial country, are sufficiently 
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obvious, and inconvenien', and are not atoned for by the greater certainty of 
a metallic currency. The difference, too, between the Scotch, English, and 
Irish systems, are the constant subjects of ridicule and invective against Sir Ro- 
bert Peel: it is urged, and not unfairly, if a well secured small-note currency 
be highly useful for commercial purposes, inScotlandand Ireland, why should 
England be deprived of so powerful a stimulus tao industry and enterprise; 
this absurdity, we heard Earl Grey himself denouncing, in the House of 
Lords; still, however, observing that the currency question was one which 
ought to be approached with extreme delicacy and caution. Sir James 
Graham entertains strong opinions as to the expediency of some change, 
which, if he possess any weight in the Cabinet, will, in all likelihood, at no 
distant period, be effected. The opponents of a small note issue, refer 
triumphantly to the " panies," anxious to prove thereby, particularly 
by the example of Ireland, the danger of a small-note currency. Most of 
the panics, however, at least the English panics, have been the work of in- 
terested parties, who wish, at the hazard of any falsehood, to uphold a sys- 
tem of monopoly, by which they scourge and afflict the country. 

February 3d.-Parliamentary Notes. The House of Commons re-assem- 
bled, and we sauntered to the gallery, expecting to hear nothing eloquent 
or brilliant, however important the debate might be. We asked ourselves, 
"who are we about to hear ?" and thought of the glories of Burke and Fox, 
when we ourselves were young, fresh, and vigorous; and shrugging up our 
shoulders, we ascended the steps of St. Stephen's. We found the gallery 
cold and uncomfortable, although crowded; but as we are favourites with 
" the gentlemen of the press," and can pack ourselves into a little space, 
we were accommodated with a seat. Saw Mr. Hume on duty by his pillar, 
encompassed with parchments; surely he is entitled to the appellation of 
" member for all England;" next to him sat that worthy gentleman, and 
excellent patriot, Mr. Hunt, looking coarse and vulgar ; by a secret and ir- 
resistible attraction, he found himself next to the immaculate Joseph. Hunt 
spoke five times, quietly and cautiously; assuredly Canning was in the right, 
when he declared, that great demagogues were marvellously little men in 
the House of Commons: even their impudence forsakes them, and they be- 
come discomposed in the presence of gentlemen, to whose society they had 
been thereto ore wholly unaccustomed. Soap, Tallow, and Candles, were 
the classical subjects of Mr. Hunt's oratory. Jeffries said not a word: 
it is ludicrous to think, that the great critic, the strong patriot, the hot re- 
former, should have entered the senate, the disputed member for "' Cupar," 
a borough infinitely more rotten than any even in Cornwall, the sink of in- 
famy and corruption. The recollection of his independent body of constitu- 
ents, will instigate him in his praiseworthy exertions in behalf of Parliamen- 
tary reform, and the giving an explanation of his conduct upon that election, 
will afford him a graceful opportunity for his parliamentary debtt. Lord 
Althorpe's short and sensible speech apparently gave much satisfaction; he 
announced wise measures of reform, in a fair and candid spirit. The selec- 
tion of Lord John Russell, to bring forward the measure, proves that it will 
not be a violent one; his lordship's plan, introduced in 1821, was the least 
alarming ever offered to Parliament; and his book on the constitution, 
proves that his opinions are not wild or revolutionary. It is confidently 
asserted, the ballot is excluded from the Ministerial plan, and if so, it will 
be certain of the furious assaults of the intemperate adherents of the radi- 
cal faction. Lord Melbourne, in the House of Peers, stated the measures to 
be introduced for the benefit of Ireland : they were described by his lordship 
as a change in the grand jury laws; a change in the vestry and sub-letting 
acts; and an arrangement for the profitable employment of the industrious 
poor. If the administration proceed in the humane and enlightened course 
in which they have begun, adopting every measure which can ameliorate 
the condition of an impoverished people, while they enforce the laws against 
those who would disturb the public peace, they will be sure to gain the es- 
teem, and win the affections of a warm-hearted and grateful nation. 
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Sth.--The discussion on the repeal of the oaths to be taken by members 
of parliament, was made by far too much of. We cannot see the wisdom 
of persisting to abjure the title of a line no longer extant. The discussion 
on the civil list afforded Mr. Goulburn an opportunity of displaying his 
wonderful financial talents, and unrivalled powers of oratory. He attacked 
Lord Althorpe's classification of the civil list, because it differed from his 
own blundering plan. Sir Henry Parnell, while he admired the arrange- 
ment, expressed his disappointment that there was no substantial and im- 
mediate reduction, which he considered ought to have been made, and which 
he promised to propose himself. Hume, of course, grumbled away. That 
hardened, corrupt, old placeman, Calcraft, made what some persons con- 
sidered a funny speech: the flippant impudence of this notorious turncoat 
disgusted us-the public cannot fail to discover the motive of his opposition. 
tHunt made another monstrous long speech; the matter of it was not very 
bad; and as he spoke with courtesy, he was listened to with attention. 
Lord Althorpe's plan appeared to us to be the fairest he could, under all the 
circumstances, suggest; undoubtedly, he might legally have struck off all, 
or any number of pensions: but it would be doing what no minister of 
England ever yet ventured to do, and which could not fail of being con- 
sidered harsh and inequitable. At the same time, the salaries of the house- 
hold officers, so large and disproportioned, ought, in all conscience, to be 
reduced or abolished. The public, and the house of commons, seem to have 
fallen into one great mistake, that of expecting that the present ministry 
should all at once destroy the abuses and corruptions of ages. 

February 7th.-Lord King, in the house of peers, made one of his peri- 
odical attacks upon the church. He derives his information from Cobbett-- 
that most pious writer. When his Lordship asserts, that the church is now 
richer than before the reformation, he asserts what every one, even imper- 
fectly acquainted with history, knows to be a falsehood. As little founda- 
tion in justice or truth is there for another assumption of Lord King's- 
that the tithe system acts as a discouragement upon agriculture. We 
should be glad of a return of the number of acres now uncultivated in the 
empire on account of tithes. It requires a full persuasion of the stolidity 
or prejudices of mankind in general, to make such assertions as these, 
without condescending to offer any proof of their truth. We were rejoiced 
to hear from the lips of several of the Bishops, that it is their fixed deter- 
mination to put an end to the monstrous abuse of pluralities. The Bishops 
of England, and more especially of Ireland, are imperatively called upon, 
at the present crisis, to promote young men of piety, energy, and learnmg, 
to benefices in the church; and when they have done so, to compel them, 
(but compulsion would be unnecessary) to reside in their parishes. Lord 
Althorpe, in the House of Commons, stated, with respect to pensions, that 
they were under the consideration of the committee, who might diminish 
them to any amount which they should deem' fair and reasonable ; and he, 
for one, would fully assent to their arrangements in all that was compatible 
with his own views of equity and justice. Nothing more, certainly, could 
be expected from a minister of the crown: it rests now with the committee 
to make the fitting and necessary reductions; and it will be useless in the 
discarded pensioners to quarrel with their decision. 

8th.-Lord King again at the church. His Lordship is a horrible bore: 
he possesses neither wit, taste, or eloquence. In the Commons, Hunt spoke 
for hours on his " 

general indemnity plan;" any thing more ludicrously 
absurd than the principle of his measure, it is utterly impossible to con- 
ceive: he was terribly prolix, but in many parts amusing, particularly 
when he said, that if that determined young ruffian, Looker, had lived in 
Rome, Sparta, or Athens, " he would have been honoured with a crown of 
evergreens." This classical allusion atoned for many of his absurdities, and 
convulsed the house with laughter. Hunt certainly is not a bad speaker; 
sometimes he makes sensible observations enough, and he behaves with 

voL. II. 2 x 



352 Notes of the M onth. 

great propriety to the house. Upon the whole, he has disappointed his ene- 
mies, and I believe his friends; for he has quarrelled with no one, and 
abused no one. Sir Joseph York's advice to Hunt was excellent: it was 
not to make long speeches, but to express his sentiments in a precise form, 
and without verbiage. If he observed this rule, he, Sir Joseph, would not 
despair of seeing him shake hands with the aristocracy of that house; and 
as one of the forty-five, become the intimate companion of the honourable 
and gallant general, the member for Liverpool. After Hunt was disposed 
of, a scene ensued with Mr. O. G. Mahon, which beggars all description; 
it was the most shocking exhibition we ever witnessed of vulgarity, fero- 
city, and ignorance. His first remark, that his motion about Ireland was not 
savoury to the house, might have only excited derision; but his second 
observation, consisting of a threat to fight Spring Rice, roused the indig- 
nation of the house, and provoked the interference of the Speaker. Mahon 
refused, like a man of true spirit, to submit: Sir Charles Wetherall arose, 
and spoke a few sensible words, whereupon Mahon offered to fight him, 
accusing Sir Charles of wilful and professional perversion. The Speaker 
again interfered. Mahon again disobeyed, proving thereby that he was a 
real Irish gentleman, who would not suffer himself to be put down by any 
one, who despised the rules of decency and propriety, and was therefore the 
fittest person to represent the good people of Clare. However, Mahon was 
forced to submit, and give over insulting the British senate. He then spoke 
to his motion; and his bitterest enemies would have felt pained and humi- 
liated, had they heard the lamentable exposure which this man made of 
himself. Displaying, as he did, the most amazing impudence, blockheadism, 
and folly, he was laughed at; and he thanked the house, and he was 
laughed at again; and he chuckled, and said smart things about the Jesuit 
College, and had again the exquisite pleasure of being laughed at How 
delightful it must be to a person of Mahon's mind, to have earned such a 
creditable reception from the British parliament: how pleased must his con- 
stituents be with his determined resolution: he is a great senator, a fine 
lMilesian, descended from the Irish kings, the head of a clan-who dares to 
question it, let him stand forward and fight the wonderful J. P. O. G. 
?Mahon. 

loth.-This day, and on several occasions since, there have been disputes 
concerning the truth of the report of the " Times," as to the reception of 
Mr. Perceval's silly motion for a " general fast." We believe some mem- 
bers did laugh, and most naturally; but still we question the impartiality 
of " the leading Journal of Europe:" witness, for example, the suppression 
of the late Mr. Windham's speeches, for many years before his death, as 
also of every syllable Spring Rice spoke during six months, in revenge for 
some offence to the reporters. Mast unquestionably, parliament is too 
much in the power of these gentlemen; and the reporters, whatever may 
be their talents, have their whims and prejudices as well as other people. 

11th.-Hunt did an important service to the public, at least to the thiev- 
ing portion of it, by abolishing an infamous practice which prevailed in 
certain English goals, of not allowing attornies to receive instructions from 
their clients, without the presence of the goaler and turnkey. Mr. Shaw, of 
Dublin, made a long and rather amusing statement as to the duties of his 
Becordership: he was somewhat improved since we last heard him, in 
manner and delivery; but he has still much to learn before he can venture 
to speak often in the house. As to the matter of his defence, we cannot 
understand why Reeorders or Judges of the admiralty (Mr. North, for ex- 
ample) should he permitted to sit in parliament, any more than Masters in 
Chancery. Mr. Shaw has now spoken for himself ; we may fairly expect, 
that the next time he will speak on behalf of his constituents. We are 
hopeless of Mr. Lefroy; he seems to be perfectly dumb-struck. Nor do 
we think that Mr. North has of late spoken in that liberal and candid man- 
ner which we should have expected from him. Why should he cast such a 
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reproach utpon the Dublin press, as on their behalf, to protest against the 
reduction of the stamp duties on English newspapers. 

12th.-The budget was brought forward by Lord Althorpe. His Lord- 
ship, although one of the most honest and incorruptible men that ever filled 
the high office which he holds, is by nature but poorly qualified for the 
orator or statesman; the greater part of what he says is utterly lost to the 
gallery, the tones of his voice are so low and indistinct. His budget was 
the result of an enlightened and humane desire to relieve the poorer classes 
from the burthen of those taxes which pressed most severely upon them, 
and to place it upon the shoulders of those who are able to endure it. The 
monied interest of course became clamorous, and their adherents in the 
house raised an opposition as absurdly violent as it was absurdly ill-directed. 
Ever since the debate of this night, the Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
been beset by tallow-chandlers, tobacco-dealers, money-lenders, and glass- 
manufacturers, " et hoc genus omne," who have literally teazed him to 
death: his Lordship is ignorant of the details of business, of which these 
people take an unfair advantage; and what is worse, he tries to please 
every body-he wants the sternness and the talents of-Pitt. The taunts 
and insolence of Goulburn are intolerable: can any measure ever sub- 
mitted to parliament bear the slightest comparison with Lord Althorpe's, in 
point of tender concern for the sufferings of the people ? The fundholderS 
have escaped.this time; but they will be got at, ere long, in an effectual 
manner. 

It is quite amusing to see how the opening of the budget has affected 
certain editors recently. From their comments, in their respective prints, 
we have been able to gather many little points of their private habits. 
Thus, for instance, we find that Tom Barnes of the " Times," does not 
smoke nor snuff, for he calls tobacco "a vile, stinking, semi-poisonous nar- 
cotic," while we know that he drinks " Cape wine," from the lavish praises 
bestowed upon that article. Then Dr. Gifford in the "Standard," thinks 
that the abolition of the tobacco duty would be excellent-evidently because 
he enjoys a pipe like Dr. Parr-at least he writes upon it con amore. The 
rascal of the " Age" condemns Cape, as " that cursed Cape ' for reasons 
best known to himself, while he has no objection to take a smoke-that's clear. 
And so with the rest-each showing where the shoe pinches. But it is 
quite too bad to find the Times" advocating-positively advocating-the 
continuaticn of the taxes on knowledge. Ii their first article on the budget, 
they absolutely denied that they saw any good likely to be effected by the 
reduction of the stamp duty on newspapers to one half! and a few days 
after-yielding a little to the current of public opinion-condescended to 
say, that, professionally speaking, they had no bJ-Je-iA toSthe measure ! 
There spoke in two consecutive sentences, the monopolist and the truckler. 
Yet, to give the "' Old Times" its due, after all, it is the leading journal of 
England-of Europe-of the world. Where can its like be found ? 

14th.-There was a lively skirmish between Messrs. North and Grant, in 
which the former was fairly worsted. Charles Grant is a lazy man; but if 
he could be prevailed upon to exert himself, he would be found to be one of 
the most effective speakers in the house. The budget was again talked of 
for the whole night long. With whatever other opinions a man may rise 
from the perusal of these debates, comprising, as probably they do, all that 
can be said on any side respecting the financial circumstances of the country, 
there is one conclusion, from which no body can escape-namely; that no 
practicable reduction, however vigorously urged, however judiciously di- 
rected, can avail to relieve the existing embarrassments of the country. It 
is clear, substantial relief must be sought for in another direction. 

15th.-The atrocious extravagance of expenditure upon Buckingham 
Palace and W indsor Castle, came under the consideration of the house upon 
the motio:l of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. There seemed to be but 
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one opinion among all present as to the necessity of submitting the accounts 
connected with this expenditure to a searching investigation. Ministers 
who basely pander to the crimes or vices of royalty, should be rigidly pun- 
ished. There cannot be a more daring violation of the principles of the 
constitution, than for a minister to extend a vote of the House of Commons 
beyond the sum granted, in order to cover a profligate waste of the public 
money. Mr. Goulburn objected to the fraud being termed "' scandalous;" 
but few persons will be disposed to accept his testimony in the matter. 
The evidence of an accomplice is suspicious. Lord Althorpe likewise 
brought in his game bill; the scope of which is to license the sale of game, 
and to abolish all rules of qualification beyond the payment of a five pound 
stamp. This measure, so imperatively called for, so just and simple, so 
well calculated to redress crime, and humanize a barbarous code, is beyond 
and above all praise. It stamps the character of Lord Althorpe for' xcel- 
lence of intention, for kindness of heart, and an innate love of justice. 

17th.-A silly motion of the Marquis of Chandos, relating to the borough 
of Evesham, engaged the attention of the house: this was ill-timed in the 
extreme, considering that the question of reform is so soon to be submitted 
to parliament. Upon the result of that measure, it is supposed the present 
ministry will stand or fall. As their budget seems to have given much dis- 
satisfaction, the lovers of peace, reform, and retrenchment, should rally 
round the present government, by the hatred which good men ought to bear 
to apostacy and corruption. 

19th-Mr. Dominick Browne, presented an appalling description of the 
wretched state of the peasantry in the west of Ireland. What a horrible 
fact to announce, that 200,000 of our fellow-creatures are now absolutely 
without food ! the members present took a deep interest in the discussion, 
which, somewhat irregularly, took place. Mr. Secretary Stanley, while he 
confirmed the truth of Mr. Browne's melancholy statement, in explaining 
what the intentions of government were, said, " there was but one feeling 
on the subject, and that was to stimulate and open new means of bringing 
forward the industry and products of Ireland. It was the intention of mi- 
nisters to propose to the House, that a sum, to a large amount, should be 
granted for the purpose of being portioned out into loans, on good and ap- 
proved security, for the purpose of prozecuting public works in Ireland." 
This is a cheering announcement, and will, we hope, satisfy the labouring 
classes in Ireland, that their wants and sufferings are not disregarded in a 
British senate. Speedy means are, also, to be adopted to afford instant re- 
lief, but still we should in fairness state, what we know to be the fixed de- 
termination of the English people, and that is, to insist upon the introduc- 
tion of a system of poor laws, in some shape or other into Ireland, to pro- 
tect the aged and suffering poor, against the cruel exactions of rapacious 
landlords. Mr. Stanley's statement, of the scanty pittance subscribed by 
the landholders in the distressed baronies, will make many converts to the 
system of poor laws. 

A new number of the " Quarterly Review" has suddenly appeared, 
containing a powerfully written article against Parliamentary reform-this 
has been got up immediately before the debate on the reform question, to 
influence, if possible, popular opinion on the subject. The attempt will 
prove unavailing-all the articles which the " Quarterly" could put forth 
fobr the next twenty years, could not now stem the tide of public opinion 
which runs so rapidly in favour of reform; and nothing would be half so 
likely to excite, not merely agitation, but revolution, in England, as the re- 
fusal of it. The ministry who would rashly deny reform, could not stand a 
single hour. The public mind is bent upon the abolition of rotten boroughs, 
and those who advocate the continuance of corruption, are believed to do 
so, only because they participate in its g-uilt. 
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We started at an early hour for the Old Bailey, to hear the trial of St. 
John Long, the notorious quack, who, for the second time, was placed in 
the dock, charged with manslaughter. The court was crowded with fa- 
shionable ladies, who had seized on every seat; we were accordingly com- 
pelled to take our stand beside the dock, which, although inconvenient, was 
so far useful, as it enabled us to observe the more closely the demeanour of 
this " king of the quacks." The Attorney-General opened the proceedings 
in a calm and temperate !speech, and called as his first witness Captain 
Lloyd, a manly, fine looking naval officer, of about forty years of age, 
More than once, while detailing the sufferings of his unhappy deceased 
wife, did he burst into tears, in an agony of grief; his description was shock- 
ing even to listen to. Conceive, reader, if you can our horror and amaze- 
ment, when upon the cross-examination of this gentleman, it came out in 
evidence, that he had become acquainted with St. John Long-where think 
you ?-at the Coroner's Inquest held upon the unfortunate Miss Cashin, whi- 
ther, attracted by curiosity he had gone, accompanied by his late wife. As- 
tonishing and fatal instance of human folly and credulity-a husband and a 
father sees a hateful quack, convicted of frightful cruelty, of ignorance the 
most inconceivable, in a word, of manslaughter, and that upon the unim- 
peachable testimony of the most eminent of the faculty in London. And 
what impression does the appalling event make upon his mind-why, this, 
that he places his wife and child under the fostering care of the relentless 
wretch, who slew his fellow-mortal for the sake of gain. Old as we are, 
much as we have seen of this vast metropolis, and of the follies and vices of 
man, we do not remember ever to have read, or heard infatuation more as- 
tounding. The trial proceeded, the medical men appeared, Surgeon Camp- 
bell gave the horrible details with clearness and precision; we felt the flesh 
creeping on our bones, as the Surgeon spoke of the skin lapping over the 
breast, of the rottenness of the cellular membrane, of the excruciating agony of Mrs. Lloyd-just at this moment we fixed our eyes upon the criminal in 
the dock, to see how he bore the frightful description, when we found he 
was busily employed in sugaring his coffee. Our blood boiled with indig. 
nation, and we felt anxious to stretch our aged hands across the spikes, and 
catch the villain by the throat. The base impostor had not the slightest 
feeling of compunction or remorse; he sipped his coffee, and looked about as 
complacently as his fears would let him. Surgeons Vance and Brodie were 
called, and their evidence left no doubt on our minds as to the guilt of the 
prisoner. He was called on for his defence, and here the genuine quack 
shone forth conspicuously- his impudence was incredible-he addressed the 
Jury in a stammering tone for three quarters of an hour-declared he was 
a persecuted man-that physicians hated him, because he cured their in- 
curables-he could cure madness, while they could not-he could cure con- 
sumption, while they could do nothing to relieve it-he had made the great- est discoveries, and relieved thousands (as his victims testify)- 
and his only object was to do good to man-nay, more, he asserted it was 
Surgeon Campbell that should have been placed in the dofk and not he-boasted 
of the number who could vouch to his abilities and skill, and concluded by 
appealing with confidence to a British Judge and Jury. We stood aghast, 
at his prodigious and disgusting effrontery-while we saw, that it alone was 
the secret of his influence. A score of respectable witnesses appeared to 
vindicate his character and skill, and with our own ears, we heard young and lovely women, aged matrons, and a member of Parliament, together 
with attornies, farmers, and merchants, declare that they would place them- 
selves under his care again to-morrow, did they require his assistance. 
Enough, enough, thought we, these people have heard all-and are still 
ready to leave their breasts to be mangled by the arch impostor, and yet 
these enlightened persons would gravely condemn the superstitions of the 
Hindoos, and speak seriously against the impiety of the deluded worship- 
pers of Juggernaut. Let us no longer rail at our innocent ancestors for 
burning witches, who rode on broomsticks through the air, and held com- 
munications with the devil, through the medium of black cats; hencefor- 
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ward, we shall not be surprised at the most degrading superstitions, or at 
the triumph of ignorance and quackery over knowledge and skill. The 
scoundrel, Long, was acquitted, not, we believe, from any doubt in the 
minds of the Jury, as to his moral guilt, hut rather from the lapse of time 
which intervened between the rubbing and the death, and from the circum- 
stance of his being refused permission to proceed with his nostrum-by 
which, as he asserted, he could have cured his victim-the charge of that 
most able and exemplary magistrate, Judge Bailey, was against him-but 
he escaped from the mercy of the Jury, and is now revelling in Harley- 
street, surrounded by his infatuated followers. 

With all our years and experience, we are yet young in our knowledge of 
the iniquities of London, and although grown suspicious in our dispositions, 
we confess a police discovery of the last few days has surprised us. There 
was, and is a shop in a narrow passage between Tottenham-court-road and 
Oxford-street, for the sale of muffins and biscuits; a beauteous lass of 19 
stood in the shop, decked out with curls and ribbons, such as in the days of 
our youth we were wont to admire; the name of the proprietor was Ghast, 
and there, in our walks, we often stopped to regale ourselves with a whole- 
some cake, and from which our evening board was supplied with ""crumpets," 
wherewith we regaled ourselves at tea, when reading the delightful pages 
of our own dear NATIONAL. But, alas ! our resting-place has proved to be 
the rendezvous of thieves, the receiving house for stolen goods, a very den 
of iniquity. A tailor in Conduit-street had been robbed-also a chemist in 
Russell-street, of considerable property, and in that small decent-looking 
house in Hanway-street, the industrious inmates of which, were, as we 
fondly supposed, busily employed in the manufacture of Abernethy biscuits, 
the greater part of the stolen property was found. The whole house was 
crammed with every species of goods; it had been an established receiving 
house for years; and our kind biscuit-makers, with their accomplished 
daughter, and the remainder of this most virtuous family, were politely 
conducted to Newgate, to the infinite consternation of their customers, of 
us poor hermits, and of the entire neighbourhood. 

LITERATURE, FINE ARTS, C. 

February 1st-One of the great charms of this mighty metropolis is the 
perpetual recurrence of literary meetings, scientific reunions, and conversa- 
ziones. Not an evening in the week that may not be spent, by any hermit 
so disposed, in the enjoyment of mental luxuries that no other locality can 
supply. The first of these to which we shall advert in our brief memoranda, 
shall be the Professional conversazione in Pall-Mall-the opening, for the 
season, of the erening meetings of the College of Physicians. In these de- 
lightful reunions, the Doctors have the advantage of the two other learned 
professions; no such thing is known among the gentlemen of the long robe, 
the ermine, the cassock, or the lawn sleeves: the society of Benchers is 
quite another thing, and they are exclusives; and, with the exception of 
certain stated dinners at the Thatched-house, where the party consists of a 
certain number of grave divines, the church has nothing like these meetings 
to boast of. The first thing that struck us upon entering the spacious and 
brilliant library of the College, was the liberality with which the cards of 
invitation had been issued by the president and fellows-the large proportion 
of the two other faculties in the room was truly remarkable; and the matter 
became still more striking when we beheld Sir Henry Halford entering the 
room, followed by the Lord Chancellor, several of the Judges, and many of 
the highest dignitaries of the church. The learned president took the chair, 
with all that dignified gracefulness for which Sir Henry is conspicuous; but 
with consummate tact, he arranged, previously, the order in which his dis- 
tinguished visitors sat. There was, on his right hand, Lord Brougham, in 
his plain attire, stretching himself with much nonchalance between the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of London, who were wigged and 
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aproned in clerical fashion; much familiar whispering and friendly chat 
seemed to pass between this splendid trio. Then there was Lord Tenterden 
a little farther down. On the other side some more bishops, Baron Vaughan, 
the two Parkes, Denman, Sugden, &c. Baron Falke, the representative of the 
King of the Netherlands, occupied the post of honour immediately beside the 
president's chair. Last year, on a similar occasion, the Duke of Wellington 
was present, and Lord Lyndhurst, but Brougham was not. Times are changed 
-the Duke and the Chancellor were now absent. We need not note the pre- 
sident's address, on the influence of certain maladies of the body upon the 
faculties of the mind, in which much learning, elegant taste, but perhaps a 
little too much divinity, were displayed; the public prints have circulated 
the chief substance of it. But we may notice the satisfaction with which 
we heard Sir Henry vindicating the conduct of his late Majesty's physicians 
-and that in presence of him who had charged them with scandalous con. 
cealment. The Lord of the Woolsack looked rather fidgetty, we thought. 
When the address was over, we wandered in solitary contemplation through 
the crowd that filled the apartments: it is not new to us hermits to feel a 
solitude even in a thronged theatre; but we were amply compensated and 
consoled upon looking around us and seeing many a distinguished person, 
many a popular, and many a profound author, treading the outskirts of the 
crowd in equal solitariness with ourselves. While examining some of the 
pictures in the censors' room, we heard, just at our shoulder, a voice, short 
and sharp--" This is an original, Sir Henry, of Sir Thomas Browne?" We 
turned and found Sir Henry acting the cicerone to his Grace of Canterbury, 
and the Bishop of London; it was the latter who spoke. We left them ex- 
amining a fine portrait of Vesalius by Titian. 

2d.--Two things--opur nationality and our truth-induce us to make a 
note of the month on the following topic :-the pictorial exhibition at the 
gallery in Pall Mall. Now, the NATIONAL can assist us in both particulars; 
it can support the genius and vindicate the talent of our countrymen, who 
are among the ableet exhibitors of the season; and it can also ring an ad- 
monitory peal in the ears of certain connoisseurs, who "do" the articles on 
the fine arts in some of the periodicals of London. We must then be per- 
mitted to enter, sans ceremonie, a solemn protest against the sweeping sen- 
tence of mediocrity which the .oi.disant judges of art have pronounced 
against the present collection at the British institution ; and we are ready to 
state the grounds of our protest. We appeal to the unprejudiced visitors of 
the gallery. There may not be here many striking works, (these being re- 
served for other places, such as Somerset-house for instance) yet still there 
is a very considerable display of talent; and, in certain departments, speci- 
mens that would do honour to any country-nay, some that have never been 
surpassed. Among these we may mention, in the school of history, Briggs' 
admirable picture of" Ines de Castro parted from her children;" Etty's ex- 
quisite " Storm,'--exquisite both in its conception and its finish, and young 
Shee's sketch from Gil Bias. Then, in the school of sentiment, there are 
many distinguished gemcs; the Toilet, by Newton, is of this character; the 
Helena de Narbonne, by Warrington, is also a picture of extraordinary taste 
and ability-the feelings of forsaken and neglected loveliness have seldom 
been more powerfully pourtrayed. We should hope to see this beautiful 
picture engraved and published in some of the next year's annuals. While 
alluding to the performance of our accomplished countryman (Warrington). 
we may notice another of his pictures which graces the present gallery-- " the Spaewife." Though small in its dimensions, it attracts the notice of 
every observant visitor. The old lady is the very image of contented and 
happy self-sufficiency; as she leans on the top of her staff, she seems to be 
communicating, with the most enviable confidence in her own powers, the 
dictates of her profound inspirations. There is nothing repulsive or forbid- 
ding in her aspect; she evidently inspires the confidence which she herself 
feels. Leahy's (or Lahee's, as they style him in the catalogue) pictures of 
" Jacques moralizing in the forest," and " the Student," are also among the 
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best specimens in this line. But come we to the Dutch school, which, we 
are sorry to say, for a reason which we shall presently assign, is rather su- 
perabundant in the collection; and we are at once Etruck with the qiuautity 
of talent which is devoted to this department of. 

the pictorial art,. ,Here we 
have one of the finest, if not the very finest picture that ever was painted in 
this particular school; we mean Frazer's " Teniers painting the temptation 
of St. Anthony;" on the detailed merits of which we shall not 

preswmne 
to 

enter. Nor shall we do more than particularize the names of. Webster, 
Knight, and Landseer; for, to say the truth, however fascinating the pro- 
ductions of this school may be, we do nQt think it prudent to to too lavish 
of our encouragement of it;,the "sentimental" for us, next tp history, the 
highest department for the painter's display of.genius--a department in 
which not to succeed is failure indeed-there is no medium: the picture 
must be perfect, or good for nothing; it must tell its own story, and speak 
to the heart at once. How totally are such works the antipodes of those of 
vulgar nature and "still life," in which the Dutch school abounds, and 
which, unfortunately, are but too rmuch encouraged of late. We hold the 
latter to be positively injurious to the pictorial taste of the public; their 
minds are sunk to the mean consideration of little particulars, and they are 
willing to overlook every defeat of conception through the favours which 
they bestow on laborious and minute detail.. We shall oply, a4d to this note, 
that Stanfield, with his Mount St. Michapl, has adorned thevpresent exhibi- 
tion with a splendid specimen of his talent, for marine -laridscape; and our 
countryman, O'Connor, -has gt Mftibutted a ireet'sceti, taken from "" native 
land." It is evidently fromnthe t ~Rty Wibklow-z-w.hatrpat *re cannot ex- 
actly say. 

4th-The Royal Iinstitution' is another of those elegant and improving 
lounges which must miake evefy: literary miin 's6' hiuiclitn lote with London. 
To-night Mr. Brande deliVered a inostscletWr' hmad iterestitk discourse on a 
curious subject in chemistry;, thetheatre was attenled by.about three hun- 
dred visitors ; the library was adorned with many 4tsAikini tcuriosities; the 
tea and coffee were excellent, and the hours, opopuied in this delightful re- 
laxation, most rational-namely, from 9s1j li, as.atthp,.ipllge of Physi- 
cians. Why will not Dublin and her mien of literart attainments try to get 
up something like these reunionsi which are so well calculated to promote 
peace, concord, and happiness ? This would,indeed, be a healing measure. 

10th-The booksellers, it seems, are no longer to be held, the Mecsenases 
of the age, as Dr. Johnson styled them. Their authoritvy and influence, 
since the time of the Doctor, has been gradually attainmng-this is the 
grievance--a height of arbitraty and despotic power over their humble sub- 
jects, the authors of the age. The " Absolute Joh6s of Albemarle-street- 
the Longmans, the Lords of the Row--the Colburns and Bentleys, of New 
Burlington-street, are no longer to be the arbiters of the fate of authors. 
The power of the press must'be, in some degree, yielded up to other hands. 
They are no longer to be the sole potentates of the publishing world. A 
new society is "getting up" to forward the above'purposes, and to help the 
rejected of the higher powers; authors-miray have their MSS. submitted to 
a committee of literary associated critics, and,' ifefound to.,possess merit, 
may get them printed. Tom Campbell is an active man in the arrange- 
ment of the new publishing company. He seems to have much leisure at 
his disposal, since he has discharged the " New Monthly." But, seriously, 
we are not sanguine about the success of those friends of the liberty of the 
press. The publishers have often displayed their powers of good and evil; 
they are a formidable set to meddle with, even though the new assertors of 
independence do reckon members of Parliament, editors, poets, novelists, 
penny-a-liners, (all, of course, of the very highest respectability) among 
'their number. The publishers will, after all, we suspect, be found to be 
the surest judges to appeal to. Time, however, will show us the produce 
of the company. 
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22d-There have heen a variety of reports about the charter to be con- 
ferred upon the University of London-we know, that if such were the 
Royal intention, it has been postponed for six months, at least. In fact, the 
granting of the charter will depend upon the stability of the existing mi- 
nistry; if they go out of office, all hopes of the charter will go out with 
them. It is hrged by the Oxford men, that the charter should contain 
nothing in reference to degrees, but be analogous to that of King's College, 
and also, that it would be a glaring exertion of official influence in the pre- 
sent ministry to grant peculiar privileges upon the London University, when 
the late cabinet might have done as much for King's College, but declined 
so to do. Many sensible persons recommended a union between the now 
rival institutions, composing together but one University, and contending in 
a generous emulation to shed lustre on the University of London. 

THE HAUNTED PHYSICIANS. 

A Lover once, when love was more in fashion 
Than it is now is these degenerate days, 

When sickness on the object of his passion, 
Had laid a heavy hand-sought out all ways, 
From her sick couch his mistress dear to raise. 

At length he came unto this wise decision, 
To trust her valued life unto the best physician. 
But where could he be found ?-whilst thus he pondered, 

An ancient man drew near, and him addressed ; 
" Thro' many a wild and wondrous land I've wandered, 

But now I seek my home to be at rest. 
Her. is a talisass, which when possess'd, 

Gives one the power to see each airy spirit ; 
It shall be yours, if I may half your goods inherit." 

No sooner said than done the bargain over, 
The old man took his goods, and bade adie ; 

And to the first physician's house the lover 
With his prized talisman all quickly flew ; 
But what a horrid sight there met his view : 

Flocking around the door, he saw the spirits 
Whose bodies had been killed by this physician's merits. 

Old rev'rend men, with hair and beard all hoary, 
Shaking their heeds with anger and with age; 

Young, dauntless youths, who might have lived with glory, 
Had they escaped the first physician's rage ; 

Mothers, and grandmothers, and infants crying, 
'Gainst him who lived by other people's dying. 

Awhile our lover stood, amazed, astounded, 
Unable to proceed, yet loth to stay ; 

When lo I forth came the doctor, unconfounded, 
And thro' the ghostly patients made his way, 
Calm and unmoved, at all their sad array. 

Our lover wondered more, but on he hasted, 
For time was precious, and could not be wasted. 

VOL. II. 2 Y 
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